
        Sage Class Year:       

2006 
 

College and Grad Year:   

Princeton University, 2014 

(High school: Commonwealth, 2010) 
 

Major/Minor:  

Undecided: Considering Computer Science, Math or Spanish 

Literature 
 

Current Job/Fellowship/Internship:  

I’ve begun looking into internships at a few tech companies, 

including Red Hat and Novell. 
  

Career Goals:   

Not sure yet - perhaps software development. Whatever it is, I hope it’ll be something that challenges me 

intellectually, gives me room to be creative and helps to do something positive for the world. 
 

Latest Feather In Your Cap:  

Finishing my first semester of college classes! 
 

Hobbies:  

I like to play music – mostly flute although I’m trying to learn guitar, too. I also like writing 

computer programs in my spare time, and playing around with Linux software. 
 

Fondest Sage memory:  

For a while (I think between my 5th and 8th grade years) Magic: The Gathering was a huge deal! 

All my friends played, and I used to love playing games against them, as well as just hanging out and 

discussing the latest cards and strategies. I was never much good at it, though… 
 

Talk a bit about transition from Sage to high school and college:  

In addition to becoming part of a bigger community in high school and college, you also gain more and 

more independence (more in high school, and a whole lot in college). This is a great gift, but also a great 

responsibility. While you have a lot more choice and opportunities to explore the things you love, you also 

don’t have someone over your shoulder telling you to work. You have to develop the internal discipline to 

be that voice for yourself. 
  

What skills did Sage help you develop the most?: 

Sage pushed me to develop in all kinds of ways. Most importantly, though, I think my time at Sage taught 

me that hard work is not just necessary for success in life; it is also immensely rewarding. Sage helped me 

build the discipline I needed. 
  

Words of Advice to Sage 8
th

 graders Preparing For The Next Step:   

Keep an open mind, and be ready to try new things. You’ll have a lot of choices in high school (and even 

more in college!) and that can feel intimidating. The important thing is not to be afraid to branch out of 

your comfort zone, find something you love and plunge fully into it.  
 

Shout-outs: 

Ms. Ward - your frank critiques of my writing were not always easy to read, but helped me become a much 

better writer. Mr. Waterman - you showed me that math could be fascinating, fun, and unintimidating. Dr. 

Labaudiniere – under your watchful eyes in math class and math club (a group I had once never thought I 

would even join) I became a much better student of mathematics, not to mention a respectable “mathlete!” 

Ms. Martin – the year I spent in your homeroom was one of the most memorable and fun of all my years at 

Sage. You pushed and permitted me to express myself and exercise my creativity in your art classes, in new 

and often unexpected ways. Ms. Vaughan – your humanities classes were some of the times I’ll cherish 

most about Sage. For instance, one time we had class on Platitude Day and you allowed us to spend most 

of the class thinking up amusing platitudes! You were an awesome teacher and mentor to me, and I’ll never 

forget the things I learned in your class and homeroom. 

Mario Alvarez 


